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Welcome to the last edition of the Band Beat for 2008 ï 2009.  
At the end of every year I summarize all of our accomplish-
ments and say how proud I am of you.  Yes we did many    
marvelous things. The thing that impresses me the most this 
year is not THAT you did them, but HOW you did them. Your 
legacy to this band will be how you met and overcame so 
many challenges and the way you carried them out. I couldnôt 
be more proud when I say Iôm a band director at Seminole 
High School.  
  
Congratulations to the class of 2009. Some of the most inter-
esting characters Iôve ever had in band! From a Valedictorian 
Drum Major to Captain Underpants from some of the most   
difficult solo concertos to a very entertaining drumbone, this 
class has done it all. I hope that you will look back to high 
school one day and say, ñOne time in band we é.ò  
  
Congratulations to our senior parents!  As always we could not 
do this without you. 
   
I would like to give a special shout out for our band webchief-
tress, Band Beat editor, photo committee chair, DVD queen, 
and the countless other titles she has earned. Unfortunately for 
her, poor Dr. Bhatia has hours and hours of videotape of me 
conducting the band and of my famous speeches, and she 
watches every second of it every year when she makes the 
DVDs. She could take over as the band director at Seminole 
and the students wouldnôt miss a beat. Fortunately for us, Dr. 
Bhatia took me seriously when I said  ñThe (continued on page 3)   

Wow! Thatôs the first word that comes to my mind when 

I think about all that the Seminole Band accomplished 
this year. It feels like just yesterday when we started the 

year off ï trying to fit all of band camp into a shortened 
schedule, hoping that we can get in enough rehearsal 

time before the first few games, praying that we can get 

ñFirebirdò on the field before Marching MPA, and finally 
winning the 6A State Football Championship. And the 

thing is, we didnôt slow down after that either! Numerous 
students selected to the Tri -State, All-State and All-

County Bands, Superior ratings at District and State Solo 
& Ensemble and Jazz MPAs, fantastic performances at 

District and State Concert MPA, Journey Through Jazz 

and Showcase Concerts ï What a year! Seminoles, you 
have made us proud. 

 
To the Class of 2009, you are an amazing group of indi-

viduals full of many talents. I have seen many of you 

stress about IB and AP tests, work through dual enroll-
ment, and become involved in many different activities 

within Seminole High School, and I am amazed at how 
you balance it all. The great thing about this class of 

students is that you know how to have fun. Senior Week 
was entertaining ï we saw Captain Underpants and 

other Superheroes, Kindergarteners, and Senior Citizens 

all in the same week. I know that you will succeed in 
where ever and whatever you choose to accomplish, and 

youôll sure make it entertaining. Congratulations on 
graduation and good luck in all of your future endeavors!  

 

I owe a huge THANK YOU to all of the band parents and 
students for their support throughout the year. Every 

one of you helped me to learn the ropes at Seminole and 
I am thankful to have found such a great band family. I 

also owe another huge THANK YOU to Mr. P.L. Malcolm. 

I could have never gotten through this year without his 
guidance, understanding, and goofy antics. I have had 

an amazing first year as a high      (continued on page 3)   

Reflections on my Gunkie Year   

By Andrea Newhouse  
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By P.L. Malcolm 
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Dear Band Parents and students, 
 
The wild ride has come to an end. My daughter Sarena is 
graduating, and it is time for me to say goodbye to you all as 
 newsletter editor, webchieftress, photo taker and DVD-
maker. It has been my privilege to create some of things that 
are integral to the band today, having no clue how ñbigò they 
would become.. For example, when I created this newsletter 
4 years ago, I had no idea it would be such a  wonderful way 
to summarize our achievements every few months.  
 
The second  creation ñduring my lifetimeò was the band web-
site. Four years ago, the band website was on the school 
server and could only be updated on campus. One of our    
dedicated students maintained it, but his time was limited. 
The BPA president had just used his own money to pay for 
an independent server, but nothing was operational. Out of       
frustration that the articles from the brand new newsletter 
couldnôt get posted quickly enough, I impulsively said ñIôll do 
the website.ò Never mind that I had ZERO experience with 
website creation! 
 
Rob Corbell set me up with a template for a webpage where 
I could basically fill in the blanks. That kept us going while I 
spent several months taking every online Microsoft tutorial to 
learn their software program (thatôs when I got a lot of my    
current grey hair), and eventually designed a website from 
scratch. What we have now is my second re-design, making 
improvements to the previous version. I began posting     
photos, then videos and audio files ð whatever I had gath-
ered for the band families to share with the world! Fun! 
 
I had never made a DVD before I came to Seminole either. 
In my second year I was supposed to turn over all my video 
files to a band parent who would make them. But three 
weeks before they were due it became clear that parent 
wasnôt going to come through. So it was either learn how to 
do it or not raise any funds for the band. I ran out and 
bought the software, spent the next three weeks like a mad-
woman teaching myself how, and it worked out just fine! For 
the last three years Seminole Band has raised thousands of 
dollars through DVD sales. 
 
At that time, the Spring concert was not recorded. Sopho-
more year, Mr. Malcolm conducted a segment in a kilt, with 
his dad who was seriously ill at the time. What an amazing 
moment!   I was beside myself at not having a camcorder 
with me. That was probably the last time I ever stepped on 
campus without  recording equipment! I also decided to start  
videotaping the final concert of the year because it always 
so special. 
 
Two years ago I began creating photo-spreads of the band 
for the football progam for every home game. Here was 
something else new to learn, another way to showcase the 
Marching Noles to the outside world! My Favorite Hobby! 
 

Learning all these new ropes and producing all these 
new products, I believe all of it was possible because 
of Mr. Malcolm, the man. Talk about empowering! He 
trusted me and gave me enough rope and  encour-
agement to be as creative and independent as I 
needed to be. That more than anything fueled me to 
keep growing and experimenting, and I have learned 
so much in the process.  Thank you Mr. Malcolm ð 
you are the best! 
 
Seminole Band will always be where I learned to be a 
band parent under Mr. Malcolmôs wing. Having     
essentially job-shadowed him for three years and 
listening carefully  to every word heôs said on video-
tape while editing the DVDs,  I know how  generously 
he gives of himself and how much he loves his     
students. Iôve gotten to know so many of the band 
kids, and appreciate all the affection and smiles 
theyôve given me over the years.  Iôve loved Ms. 
Newhouseôs ñexcitementò (a Board inside joke) and 
energy this year, and how she promptly gave me 
weekly updates for the website when I asked. The 
bandôs future is looking bright!   
 
I am very grateful to Kevin Fletcher and Michele Wa-
woe for stepping forward so that the band can      
continue to have a website and newsletter ð it would 
have been a shame to build all this and then have it 
disappear. Next year will bring changes in the style 
and appearance in both media. That is how it should 
be ð each parent being able to put their mark on 
their creation. I had that  freedom, Kevin and Michele 
deserve it too.  
 
This fall I will be supporting Lake Mary Band where 
my son will be a sophomore.  Heôll become an 
Alumni Seminole Band Brother, possibly the first of 
that breed.  Heôs helped with band camp the past 3 
years, photographed parades and videotaped all the 
concerts this year from JTJ onwards. We will both 
miss this band family very much even while we      
belong to another one.   
 
Parents, if you have any time or energy to give to this 
band ð PLEASE DO. Jump into the deep end or get 
your toes wet ð whatever your style. An application 
to become a Cool Band Parent is included in this    
issue, and you get a free T-shirt! You will like what 
you see, and you will LOVE our band directors and 
students! 
 
So ð au revoir, all the best, thanks for the memories 
and see you at a couple of Seminole games next 
year! 
 
Signing off, 
Sonia 

 

Letter from the Editor  
By Dr. Sonia Bhatia  
Newsletter Editor  



As this year is winding down, I reminisce about what an 
incredible year it has been.  We began the year with an 
outstanding Freshman class and a wealth of Freshman 
parents who eagerly joined the veteran parents who were 
all willing to help in any way they could.  Marching season 
went on and on, and culminated with that unbelievable 
ÃÁÔÃÈ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÏÕÔÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ ÇÁÍÅȢ  )ȭÖÅ 
never witnessed a more electric moment. 
 
We then went on to march in many parades, which 
seamlessly blended into concert season.  And through it 
all, the band represented the very best Seminole High 
School had to offer. 
 
I look back at the year from my vantage point and I see 
band parents who worked hard without complaint in 
support of the band.  I see the students who live their 
ÍÏÔÔÏȡ ȱÍÏÔÉÖÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅȱȢ  ) ÓÅÅ ËÉÄÓ ÓÏ 
ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÄÏÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍȢ  Ȱ4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȱ 
is certainly not an underused term in the band. 
  
!ÎÄ ÓÏȟ ) ÓÁÙ Ȱ4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȢ ȱ 4Ï ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȟ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȟ 
teachers, administrators and staff that I have come to 
know and respect in these past few years.  I am especially 
grateful for the support, understanding, patience and 
acceptance that I have received in this past year as 
president.   The job of president of the BPA is grueling, 
but rewarding in more ways than I could have ever 
imagined.  The memories I take with me and the bonds 
that I have made will last a lifetime.  (Assisted, of course, 
ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÈÅÌÆ ÆÕÌÌ ÏÆ ÂÁÎÄ $6$Ó ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÌÌ 
now have time to actually watch.) 
 
I was flattered when I was asked to accept the role of 
ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÁÎÄ 0ÁÒÅÎÔÓ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á 
privilege to have served in that role.  I now know first 
ÈÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÅ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÏÆȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ 0ÒÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÉÂÅȱȢ 

Presidentõs Farewell 
By Gary Vogel  

Outgoing President  
SHS Band Parent Association  

From Mr. Malcolm  

(Continued from front page)  

band  parents are part of the band too.ò  She has 
brought us into the  digital age and she shows everyone 
in the world how great Seminole is. Thank You. 
  
The greatest blessing Seminoleôs band received this 
year was the addition of Andrea Newhouse. In a really 
short amount of time  Ms. Newhouse learned how our 
band family works and became the big sister to all. She 
impresses me with her work ethic and musicality. She 
gets things done and has fun in the process. She was 
really excited to come here and now she is making  
everyone else excited too. Ms. Newhouse ROCKS! 
  
As we start to turn the page for preparations for into 
next year, I would like to remind us all that the start of 
something new brings the hope of something great. 
There is only one you and you will pass this way only 
once,  so do it right.  Dream Big! 
 
P.L. Malcolm, Proud Band Director. 
Seminole High School 

From Ms. Newhouse 

(Continued from front page)  

school band  director and hope to continue here at Semi-

nole for years to come. I really could not have asked for a 
better group of students and parents to work with. I am 

still extremely ñexcitedò to work with each and every one 
of you next year!  

 

As I end my ñgunkieò year at Seminole, I marvel at the 
resilience of this group of students. I have learned from 

the students to keep working ï even through the tough 
times. Again, congratulations to all of the Seniors ï you 

have made this an incredible year and we will miss you. 
Please come back to visit, but go out and make the most 

of your lives. Live each day to itôs fullest. To the rest of 

the Seminoles, enjoy a long and restful summer, and be 
prepared for an exciting year in Fall 2009. Congratula-

tions on a successful year ï GO óNOLES!!! 

Editorôs Note: The full text of Mr. 
Vogelôs original farewell letter is 
posted on the band website on 
the Cool Band Parents page. He 
submitted this shorter version 
for the newsletter. 

Calling all Camera -happy parents  

If you like to take photos and videos of your kids ɂ how 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÙÏÕ ÌÉËÅ Á ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÏÆ ΧήΫ ËÉÄÓȩ 4ÈÅ "ÁÎÄȭÓ 0ÈÏÔÏȾ6ÉÄÅÏ 
committee has openings for parents who would like to 
videotape/photograph the band at football games and 
concerts. If you are interested, please contact  Board 

Member Gary Vogel at gvogel@seminolehsband.org 
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Editorôs Note: Mrs. Heckford will the President Elect next year 

Supply List for 
Marching Season  

Ý Marching instrument 
Ý Big water container: insulated jug or 

camelback 
Ý Broad-spectrum sunscreen UV-A & UV-B 
Ý Wide brimmed hat that covers your head 

and the back of your neck 
Ý Light colored T-shirts. Tank tops not 

recommended. 
Ý White T-shirt for one rehearsal day per 

week (does not have to be plain white τ 
designs OK) 

Ý Covered shoes for marching, with socks. No 
sandals or flip flops on the field 

Ý Light-colored shorts, of light-weight 
material. It is very hot on the field τ thick 
cotton jean shorts will be UNcomfortable. 
Girls, please keep school dress code 
standards in mind,. 

Ý Earscrews for percussion (earplugs) 
Ý Accessories in school colors of orange and 

black 
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Shop for computer  
software and hardware 

at the band website  

The band has partnered with an online store to give you 

access to first-quality computer software and hardware at 
upto 85% off. Microsoft, HP, Adobe, Corell etc.  These 

discounts are only available if you enter through a business 
partner ð you canôt get them on your own. There is a portal 

on the bandôs home page. 

If you are in the market for a new computer, software or 

computer accessories, do some price 
comparison here first, the prices are very 

good. Graduation presents!! 

 
The band receives a percentage of all 

purchases made by entering from our website. 

     www.seminolehsband.org 

Hello Fellow Pride Members and Parents, 

 

This has been a really amazing year for the Pride of the Tribe.  Can you believe we took in over $50,000?  True!  

And this figure DOES NOT include any fundraising or payments for the trip to Washington, D.C.! 

 

Parents and students were extraordinarily diligent in paying the band dues, which brought in about half our 

funding and paid for the continuity wear and some miscellaneous items.  The rest came in through fundraising.  

One might ask "what in the world cost so much money?"  I know I asked that question!  Then I became 

Treasurer for Accounts Payable.  WOW!!! 

 

For solo and ensemble performances, we had to pay for bus transportation.  The County did not provide that.  

For away football games we had to pay for a truck to transport equipment.  We decided not to let our students 

dehydrate, so we bought water for them during football season.  We had a lovely Senior Night catered dinner 

celebrating our senior students and their parents.  We had our uniforms drycleaned every other game (just 

over $1600 per cleaning).   

 

It does not end there. There is the photocopier in the bandroom that is a necessity for the band but which is 

not provided by the County.  There is the purchase and repair of instruments and equipment.  Oh, and let's not 

forget that we are a BAND!  There was music to purchase (outrageously expensive if you ask me, can't we just 

have the students make up some tunes?).  We had to have someone put together our award-winning marching 

charts.  There were the fees -- and more fees and more fees -- for all of the performance assessments over the 

year. 

 

Dedication is really an integral component of being part of a band.  And the Marching Noles  are an amazing 

band.  Thank you for accepting responsibility for the student dues and thank you even more for participating in 

the various fundraisers during this year.  As a side note, all of the Board meetings are open to all members of 

the Band Parent Association.  Please come to a few!  You'll see how things are run and we really do value your 

input! 

All that Money!  

By Cherie Heckford  

Treasurer, Accts. Payable  
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Celebrate With the Stars! 

 
This yearôs gala event will be held on May 29th, 6 pm at the 

Sanford Civic Center.  We hope that you will come and 

enjoy an evening honoring our wonderful students who 
worked so hard this year, and to send off our graduating 

seniors in style.  The format has been changed a bit to 
create more time for the ñafter party.ò  I had the pleasure 

of meeting and working with Scott Smith during band camp 
and learned that he is a professor at UCF of Hospitality 

Management.  I asked him if he would like to help with the 

band banquet and he had a fantastic idea to involve some 
of his best students.   That is how it all began.  

 
Our first meeting was held in a classroom at UCF where we 

decided that I would act as the ñclientò and the girls, as we 

affectionately call them, would be the planners.  This is 
what they are studying and soon they will be out in the real 

world planning events such as the Super Bowl, the Oscars 
and the like.  You would not believe how quickly they 

divided the event into categories and delegated, two girls 
each to each one.  It only took a few minutes among 

themselves.  You can tell they have been taught well, they 

are so efficient!!  After that meeting, we communicated via 
Facebook so that everyone in the group could see what 

everyone else was doing.  Professor Smith handled all of 
the tasks involved on their end and the grading. Being the 

client,  I just acted as the rudder, or steering mechanism. 

What a pleasure it has been working with these bright, 
energetic and resourceful young ladies, and Scott Smith. 

 
After that meeting we decided to poll the Seminole 

students and ask three basic questions about previous 

banquets to get a feel for how we could make 
improvements and create a really fun time for everyone.  

The biggest change you will experience is theò year 
awardsñ, which will take less time and will be earlier in the 

evening.  We added games and activities for those who do 
not wish to dance and we will have very nice prizes, as well 

as the raffle for the two Disney tickets ($3.00 each to help 

with the costs of the event, a great bargain and a great 
cause).  Be ready for even more surprises!  We also posted 

a sign up sheet for the students to select their own music.  
The band directors will approve their choices.   

 

Please come and join us in honoring and supporting our 
Stars.  The cost of the event is free for Seniors and $10 for 

everyone else.  RSVPs and payments were due on May 22. 
We are asking the students to dress to impress, not 

necessarily formal, but Sunday best or better.  See you 
there! 
 

Our Annual Bandquet  

By Terry Sisaleumsak  

 Everyone had a great time even though they had a 14-
hour bus trip going up and a 15-hour bus trip coming 
home. 
  
The night trip brought us into Williamsburg on Friday 
morning with a fun-filled day at Colonial Williamsburg,  
ending with a ghost tour of the old colonial area.  Many 
pictures were taken with even funny orbs coming out on 
the pictures.  Spooky !!!! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our next day (Saturday) was spent at Busch Gardens 
until 7:30pm.  Most of the students spent the entire day 
riding roller coasters while us old guys spent time with 
the Clydesdales.  That was a full and exhausting day,  
and no one complained about getting to the hotel at 9 
pm. Yet they still found the energy for a swim!   
  
Sunday morning our trip continued into Washington 
DC.  What a beautiful city,  especially with all the cherry 
blossoms in bloom.  We made our way around the city, 
through the memorials, the Washington monument, 
Lincoln and also paying respects at Arlington 
Cemetery. And leaving a bit of time for shopping. 
  
Monday started off rainy and wet, and we weren't sure if 
we would be able to play the concert at the Lincoln 
Memorial.  We decided to go to the zoo so that we could 
see the pandas, and they gave us quite a performance 
ï they posed just for us !!   As the rain progressed, we 
arrived at the Lincoln Memorial and we were blessed 
with the skies clearing just long enough for the "Big 
Concert. "  What a performance! The people loved 
Seminole High School Band and we were asked to do 
an encore.    As we loaded back into the buses and got 
all the equipment stored,  the skies opened up and the 
rain fell again.  Onto the Smithsonian museums  for the 
afternoon then dinner at the Hard Rock Cafe.  We 
finished the evening with a night tour of Washington DC 
and saw many of the statues and monuments lit at 
nighttime.  What a beautiful sight!   
  
A great time was had by all and many memories were 
made.  Thank you to our 
wonderful Band Directors and 
all the chaperones for their 
enormous help and sleepless 
nights on the bus trip.  It has 
differently been an exciting 
year !  
 
(Photos of the trip will be 
posted on website in June) 

Band Trip to DC/VA  

By Sue Moynihan 

Trip Chair  

Wow !  What a great ending 
to a fantastic year!  Our 
Williamsburg/Washington DC 
trip was fast and furious.   


