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SHS Percussion Audition Packet 

2023-2024 

 

 

 

 

 

“The start of something new brings the hope of something great” 



 
 

 
 

2 

Thank you for your Interest in the 2023-2024 Seminole High School Pride of the 

Tribe Percussion. We cannot wait to jump back into the wonderful music made here at 

Seminole. Motivation, Dedication, and Discipline are the three attributes needed for the 

band to succeed. We are looking for enthusiastic percussionist who are going to work hard, 

practice, and try their best to become the best they can be. We are building musicians, 

not just drummers. PLEASE READ WHOLE PACKET CAREFULLY 

Registration- Fill out form before audition date (SHS Audition Form) 

 

You are expected to bring the following items to each audition/rehearsal 

1. This packet in a three-ring binder with sheet protectors and room to take notes 

and add any music that we may give you (Required) 

2. Pencils (Everyone) / Highlighters (Bass Drums) 

3. Your OWN sticks (Linked below) 

4. Practice Pad (Brings stand if possible) 

5. Wear Athletic Clothing, shoes, and bring water (Prepare to be outside) 

6. A good attitude (We are watching to see how you take critique and apply it to 

music, as well as your ready to learn mentality) 

 

Listed below are the sticks and mallets we will be using once the marching season gets 

started, but you are NOT required to have these exact sticks by auditions. Any marching 

snare sticks will be perfectly fine. Basses will have sticks provided at auditions, but plan to 

purchase your own during the start of the season.  

➢ Snare: Innovative Percussion FS-5 White Hickory Marching Sticks (x3) 

(https://www.innovativepercussion.com/products/fs-5) 

➢ Tenor: Innovative Percussion TS-2L Multi-Tom Marching Drum (x3)  

(https://www.innovativepercussion.com/products/ts-2l?buy_now=true) 

➢ Bass: Innovation Percussion FBX 1-5 Marching Bass Drum (x1) 

(https://www.innovativepercussion.com/products/fbx_1_5_marching_bass_drum)  

https://forms.gle/bft2LVJ43Pf5Rpnu6
https://www.innovativepercussion.com/products/fs-5
https://www.innovativepercussion.com/products/ts-2l?buy_now=true
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SNARE DRUM 
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TENOR DRUM 
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BASS DRUM (Be prepared to play any bass part) 
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CYMBALS 
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Dynamic Definitions:  

 

 
Snare, Tenor and Mallets 

p – (3”) A full rebounded stroke! Sticks/Mallets come up to slightly above parallel to the ground and 

very strict! The back of the hand does not open up. 

 

mp – (6”) Slightly below 45 degrees. This height is considered part of the accent family, but can be 

interpreted as a tap for bigger moments. 

 

mf – (9”) From the wrist, sticks prep up to a 45 degree angle. 

 

f – (12”) Wrist turn with support from the arm, lead with the bead. This height is not quite vertical, 

and is where a lot of our accents will occur. This height will be referred to as“full out”. 

 

ff – (15”) Vertical. The arm moves with the rebound of the beads, creating a fluid “bouncing 

basketball” type motion. 

 

fff – (20”) Vertical but higher up. The arm is used to create more height. This is mostly used for 

visual purposes, and you generally won’t use as much velocity when playing 

 

Bass Drums 

p – (3”) Slightly past parallel to the drum head. It’s okay to engage the back three fingers to 

achieve a full sound. 

 

mp – (6”) Slightly less than a 45 degree angle. You will likely not be able to see your mallet head. 

 

mf – (9”) 45 degree angle to the drum head. You should be able to see your mallet head. 

 

f – (12”) Almost parallel to the ground (but not quite) with a little arm. This height will be referred 

to as “full out”. 

 

ff – (15”) Slightly past parallel to the ground, your arm will naturally be involved. 

 

fff – (20”) As high as you can play 
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Practice Tips: (You are expected to know how to play any audition piece on any 

instrument in this packet as you may be switched around/Expect variations on 8s, 

Double Beat, Timing, Gallop, and Rolls) 

 

1. Rhythm 2. Dynamic 3. Approach/Articulation  

 

• Practice with a metronome, marking time! (There is a marching portion to this 

audition) 

 

• Practice how you perform. Bad practice habits are bad performance habits. 

 

• Start slow, work up to full tempo. If you can’t play it slow, you can’t play it fast. . 

 

• Practice small segments. Perfect one beat, one measure, one phrase at a 

time. Rehearsal is when we put everything together. 

 

• Never practice what you are good at. Work on what you actually need to work on . 

 

• Count! You will never be above the basics. The best musicians in the world 

still count and subdivide, it just gets easier. 

 

• Be prepared to mark in normal and half time 

 

• Rudiments, Rudiments, Rudiments 

 

• Relax! This probably seems like a lot of information, but everyone at the audition 

wants you to succeed. No one is expected to be perfect on day one. A good work 

ethic and preparation will get you much farther than skill alone. 

 

• Ask questions! Send any questions to: 

 

Band Inquiries: seminolehsband@gmail.com  

Mr. Malcolm (Band Director); pl_malcolm@scps.k12.fl.us 

Mr. LaBonte (Band Director); labontcz@scps.k12.fl.us 

Ms. Miller (Percussion Instructor); kenzieGM@hotmail.com 

Mr. Ulate (Percussion Instructor); Sebasrock20@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:seminolehsband@gmail.com
mailto:pl_malcolm@scps.k12.fl.us
mailto:labontcz@scps.k12.fl.us
mailto:kenzieGM@hotmail.com
mailto:Sebasrock20@gmail.com
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Expectations:  

➢ Come prepared 

➢ Learn music ahead of time/before rehearsal 

➢ Practice on your own 

➢ Battery warm up will begin 30 minutes before game day report time 

➢ Be respectful  

➢ Help others 

➢ Good attitude  

➢ Be in Attendance 

➢ Ask Questions 

➢ Be prepared to play any percussion part/instrument during auditions 

 

Informal Camp: Informal Camp for BOTH Battery and Front Ensembles 

➢ December 5th, 2022: 2:30pm-5pm 

➢ December 8th, 2022: 2:30pm-5pm 

➢ December 12th, 2022: 2:30pm-5pm 

➢ December 15th, 2022: 2:30pm-5pm 

 

Audition Dates: TBD 
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Battery Ensemble 
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Show Excerpt 
(Frontline Parts Upon Request) 
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	 Snare: Innovative Percussion FS-5 White Hickory Marching Sticks (x3) (https://www.innovativepercussion.com/products/fs-5)
	 Tenor: Innovative Percussion TS-2L Multi-Tom Marching Drum (x3)

